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ANIMALS Show Guide 

 

Welcome! 

This guide will give you an idea of what to expect when you come to see 
ANIMALS at The Abbey Theatre.  

If you have any questions before your visit you can contact us on:  
(01) 87 87 222  / boxoffice@abbeytheatre.ie   

About the Show 

● ANIMALS is approx. 180 minutes long including a 20 minute interval.  
● All performances of ANIMALS are chilled. This means you can move or 

make noise if you need to and you can leave the auditorium and be 
readmitted at an appropriate moment during the show. 

● Chilled also means a culture of acceptance and respect for however you 
want to experience the show. 

● Latecomers will be permitted. 
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Participation 
● At times the house lights come up and performers speak directly to the 

audience. You do not need to reply. 
● Some of the characters will walk through the auditorium at specific 

points during the first half of the show. 
● There is no expectation of audience participation.  

Synopsis  

ANIMALS is a play based on 7 short stories by Blindboy Boatclub.  

The stories are: 

Did you read about Erskine Fogarty?, The Donkey, Pamela Fags, Cat Piss 
Astronaut, I'll Give You Barcelona, The Poitín Maker, and Arse Children. 

Throughout the play a character called Erskine wanders through the 
auditorium and across the stage with a fridge on his back spouting facts. He is 
walking from Dublin to Caherdavin, in Limerick. The estate he grew up in. At 
times he tells us about things that happened to him as a young autistic child 
and we watch them re-enacted on the stage. 

The actor playing Erskine doesn’t play any other character. 

The rest of the actors play multiple characters and also move sets, make sound 
effects, sing, play musical instruments, and operate cameras.  

The characters they play include a man who rescues a donkey. 
Podcasters. 
'Gym-bros' working out. 
A woman called Pamela with an unusual sense of smell. 
A poitín maker. 
An imagined sexual encounter between Eamonn de Valera and Michael Collins. 

Things to know: 

All nudity is simulated, the actors wear body suits and aren't actually naked. 
The tone of the nudity is playful and funny. 

A child and a donkey are both depicted on stage by puppets and camerawork, 
but there is no actual child or donkey on stage. 

Any aggression on stage is mimed or pretended. Nobody actually gets hit, 
bitten or hurt. 
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Some characters cry when they are sad, or drunk. Some get angry or offended, 
or shout.  

Meet the Cast 

There are 11 actors in the cast of ANIMALS. 

 
Loré Adewusi -ensemble 

  
Aidan Crowe -ensemble  

  
Emer Dineen -ensemble 

 
John Doran -ensemble 
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Ashleigh Dorrell -ensemble 

 
Liz Fitzgibbon -ensemble 

 
Manus Halligan -ensemble 

 
Jeanne Nicole Ní Ainle -ensemble 

 
Siobhán O'Connor -ensemble 

 
Karl Quinn -ensemble 
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Pat Shortt -Erskine 

 

The Set 

The opening image is a closed red curtain with two plants, two microphones, 
and two chairs set in front of it.  
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After a few minutes the curtain will open and reveal a blank space. 

 

The stage space will change many times throughout the show to bring us 
through different stories and locations.  

Some of the places you will see include a roundabout, a solicitor’s office, a 
podcast studio, a gym, a playground, showers in a gym changing room, a 
maternity hospital waiting room and a rehearsal room. 

The show will use microphones (handheld, head and lapel mics), AV 
projections, special FX, puppets, and recordings.  

 
You can see many of the costumes used throughout the performance in the 
pictures throughout the guide. 
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Sensory -Lighting and Sound 

You will experience: 
● Haze and fog  
● Live camera feed showing multiple perspectives 
● A leaf blower machine used to blow the fog 
● Loud sounds and music  
● Shouting at points 
● Music underneath the performers speaking  
● There will be moments of darkness, only lit by fire exit signs 
● A moment in the first half where bright lights shine onto the audience 

for approx 10 seconds. 
● Moments where the house lights come up and the audience are lit. 
● Smells: Haze, herbal cigarettes. 

 

Content Warnings 

These are listed in full on the website and include  
● Discussion of self-harm and mental health 
● Scenes depicting the emotional and physical mistreatment of an autistic 

child 
● Very strong language and images, including the scatological – not for the 

faint of heart! 
● Highly irreverent references to national identity and religion 
● Depictions of animal abuse 
● References to dementia and end of life care 
● References to the loss of a child 
● If this production was a film, it would likely be rated 16 
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ANIMALS Sonic Story 

 
Sonic Story design: Alma Kelliher 



9 

Access Information 

Accessible Performances 

● The performance at 7.30pm on Oct 17th will be signed, audio described, 
and captioned. 

● The performance at 7.30pm on Oct 31st will be audio-described and 
captioned. 

● There are two scheduled touch tours for blind/VI audiences on Oct 17th 
and Oct 31st, both at 12pm. These can be booked through Box Office. 

General Touch Tours 

● There are additional touch tours for Neurodivergent/general audiences 
every Tuesday and Thursday after 5.30pm. Tours must be booked in 
advance through Box Office. 

Noise-cancelling headphones / ear plugs 

● We have a limited number of headphones / ear plugs available at Box 
Office for anyone who might wish to use them. 

Early Access / Quiet Space 

● The auditorium will open at 7pm if you’d like to take your seat a little 
earlier. 

● You can ask an usher to bring you somewhere quiet if you need to 
decompress before or during the show. 

Accessible Toilets 

● All toilets in the Abbey are gender-neutral. 
● There is an accessible toilet on the ground floor of the building. 

 

*This guide was developed prior to opening and therefore some aspects of it 
are subject to change. While we hope this guide accurately represents the 
show, theatre is live and evolving and how you experience the performance will 
depend on your own personal umwelt! 
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