Fair  Deal
by Una McKevitt
Audio Description Introduction

on at the Peacock Theatre

 11th February 2026 to 28th March 2026

Monday to Saturday at 8pm 

Matinee performance Saturday's at 2.30pm
Welcome to this introduction to Fair Deal, by Una McKevitt. The play is directed by Conall Morrison. Set Design is by Liam Doona, with Costume Design by Joan O'Clery, and Lighting Design by Eoin Winning. The Composer and Sound Designer is Denis Clohessy. 

The performance runs for approximately one hour and forty-five minutes, with no interval. 
The show features smoke, haze and strobe lighting.

ABOUT THE PLAY
Sharp, twisted and funny, Fair Deal charts one last night in the Thornton family home.
Kiera is counting down the hours until she can finally break free of family commitments. Everything is in hand until her estranged mother, Sandra, a celebrated interior designer, lands in from Los Angeles.

As Sandra’s demands escalate, the evening swerves into dangerously unexpected territory. Backed only by her Uncle Daragh – a disgruntled actor – Kiera finds herself in a deadly fight for her future.

A satirical comedy, Fair Deal is a world premiere from the writer of One Good Turn (2021), Una McKevitt, directed by Conall Morrison. Fair Deal is an Abbey Theatre Commission.

Discussing the play, director Conall Morrison says “It’s a rare enough script-reading pleasure as a director when you realise you’ve been gifted a play that’s going to have you whipping through the pages as fast as you can turn them, and laughing and gasping in equal measure. Fair Deal is very funny, blade-sharp, and highly insightful about the world in which it is set.

It’s very much a play for today, but its social acuity is secondary to its full-colour characterisation and roller-coasting storytelling. It’s a chain of fire-crackers, and myself and the brilliant team we’ve been lucky enough to assemble – all of whom had the same response to the play as me – can’t wait to set it alight for our audiences!”

ABOUT THE SET
The Peacock Stage is an intimate studio space and for this production, the set by Liam Doona creates a claustrophobic, lost in time atmosphere.  The room is a recreation of the interior of a Dublin house decorated in 1980s style. It's cluttered with elderly paraphernalia.  The décor and features are faded, flock wallpaper and patterned carpet clash competing for attention.

The house is like a character in itself full of creaks or the muffled sounds of the world outside that make the building feel alive.
To our left facing inwards is the front door, on the wall further back is a full length oil painting of an elderly woman in mid-golf swing, it dominates the room.  The golfer is the family's deceased matriarch, the mother of Sandra and Daragh and the grandmother of Kiera.
On the back wall to our far left is a doorway into a dingy bathroom, on the wall to the right a landline phone.  To our right of the phone is a kitchenette.  It's wood-panelled cupboards and cooker are stained, worn and dirty. 

To our right of the kitchen is a staircase that leads to the upstairs landing, and a doorway into the  unseen bedroom of Uncle Terry.
Dusty kitsch ornaments are placed about the place.  China Dogs that are Staffordshire-style spaniel twin ceramic figurines that sit stiffly facing one another, cold and smooth to the touch.  

There's a walker tucked away next to the staircase.
Leaning against the wall next to the painting of the grandmother are a set of golf clubs, another echo of the matriarch in the portrait.

In the high-energy farce the grandmothers paraphernalia transition from décor to weapons of distruction. 
Eoin Winning’s design uses domestic, warm tones that slowly shift into harsher, more dramatic palettes as the play moves from a sedate family gathering to a high octane farce.
ABOUT THE CAST AND COSTUMES
Kiera played by Caroline Menton is the youngest of the Thornton family, in her twenties.  Her movements are efficient, she often stands with arms crossed or hands in pockets physically anchoring the space while her family spiral around her.  Her clothing consists of contemporary high street fashion, denim jeans with turn ups, a candy pink and white striped shirt and maroon adidas runners.  Sometimes she wears a mustard coloured cardigan.  

When we first meet Kiera she has just finished having sex with Rio played by Jack Weise, on the sofa bed.  She is rummaging behind the sofa for her     underwear, he is lounging in his blue DKNY boxer shorts.  Later he will dress in youthful casual street wear, black tracksuit bottoms with a skin tight long sleeved top that accentuates his muscular torso with runners, and a gold link chain.  Rio is also in his twenties.
Daragh played by Garrett Lombard is one of Kiera's uncle's.  He is quite physical, often pacing or gesturing broadly with his hands reflecting his      background as a struggling actor. His posture is slumped but punctuated by bursts of theatrical ego.  Daragh is in his late forties or early fifties, wearing a blue jumper over a khaki coloured tshirt and blue jeans with brown chelsea boots.  His outfit like the décor is a little faded.  
Sandra played by Aislín McGuckin is Daragh's sister and Keira's mother.  There is an air of “LA artifice” about her movements that are sharp,             performative, and deliberate, as if she is always being filmed for a soap opera.  Her ivory-white outfit is made of high-end, smooth fabrics, an expensive silk blouse and linen trousers with ankle boots and designer gold jewellery.  All   entirely impractical for a dusty Dublin house.  Her makeup is immaculate and when she smiles it doesn't reach her eyes, which constantly scan the room.  Upon arrival, she wields a "For Sale" sign like a weapon.
We never meet Uncle Terry but we often hear the sound of his breathing or the silence from upstairs and the characters frequently look toward the upstairs bedroom door.

------------------------
That concludes the audio description introduction to Fair Deal. It was prepared by me, Mo Harte.  Audio description at the Abbey Theatre is supported by Arts & Disability Ireland, and The Arts Council. For updates about audio described and captioned performances, text ACCESSARTS to 51444 or head to www.adiarts.ie for more information.

Thank you. Go raibh maith agaibh. 
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