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Every Brilliant Thing was first produced by
Paines Plough and Pentabus Theatre, on 28
June 2013 at Ludlow Fringe Festival.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

By Director Andrea Ainsworth
June 2023

| am delighted to be reviving this production of
Every Brilliant Thing with Amy Conroy.

Amy is a wonderful collaborator. She has a generosity
of spirit which allows her to connect with audiences
and draw them in to the story with an extraordinary
lightness of touch.

When we started our rehearsals for the production in
late 2021, we weren’t sure if the show was going to go
on at all. But it did. We played to distanced, masked
audiences in the Peacock Theatre and then took the
show on a national tour. In 2022, theatres in Ireland
were limited to a 50% capacity but now here we are in
2023, the restrictions are gone and we can share this
beautiful story with many more of you.

Amy Conroy with Director
Andrea Ainsworth.
Image: Stephen Moloney

Theatre is at heart a collaborative art and Every
Brilliant Thing is a wonderful example of this.

It is a play made with and for the audience. Every
audience is different so every version of Every
Brilliant Thing is created with that group of people on
that night.

Duncan MacMillan and Jonny Donahoe’s play

deals with serious themes of depression and

suicide with compassion and humour without ever
sentimentalising them. It reminds us that even when
things seem hopeless, we can still find joy in the
ephemeral everyday.
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A magical, uplifting show... It is hard to imagine anyone not
falling for its gentle inclusivity and for Conroy's easy charm.’
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