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A man has the fields of heaven,

But soulless a fairy dies,

As a leaf that is old,

and withered, and cold,

When the wintry vapours rise.

Soon shall our wings be stilled,

And our laughter over and done:

So let us dance on where the yellow lance
Of the barley shoots in the sun.

— William Butler Yeats

In Tales from the Holywell, Damien tells us that,
like his grandmother and his mother before

him, he shares an inherited gift for second sight.
Indeed, Damien says he has had so many visions
and premonitions he can’t remember them all.

It strikes me that one of the co-founders of the
Abbey Theatre, William Butler Yeats, would have
given anything for just one of these experiences.
Yeats had a lifelong yearning to commune with
the mystical truths he believed lay beyond the
ordinary world we experience.

Just as Yeats’s childhood home in Sligo was
steeped in the fairy lore that would inspire so
much of his work, Damien’s childhood road,
Holywell Crescent is named for the nearby St
Donagh’s Well, one of thousands of healing wells
found in ancient Ireland.

We no longer know what pre-Christian rituals
were performed at these sites, but the gods of
this older religion still haunt our folklore. And as
William Butler Yeats understood, some people are
still in tune with this energy, so | have no doubt

he would be especially delighted to see Damien
performing on the Abbey stage tonight.

But apart from this uncanny ability to commune
with something ancient and enduring, the time
I’'ve spent working with Damien has shown

me something equally impressive — Damien’s
singular integrity. Like William Butler Yeats,
Damien isn’t trying to be anyone else or chase
someone else’s dream.

Like Yeats, Damien arrived into this world with his
incredible talents as a musician, writer and singer
intact, but in person, Damien wears his abilities
lightly. His humility belies the emotional intensity
that’s unleashed as soon as he starts to sing. The
cathartic energy Damien generates in the crowds
of fans who flock to his concerts is a testament to
his power.

In this sense, someone like Damien is the holy
well we have gathered at tonight. As his director
| can only hope to assist Damien as he guides his
show towards the ritual he aspires it to be.

The magic is all his own.
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The performance on Thursday
9th February has a professional
interpreter who translates the

production into Irish Sign Language.

Audio Description is a live verbal
commentary fed through an ear-piece
that captures the visual elements of a
production as it unfolds, that a blind
or partially sighted person might
otherwise miss.

Captioning is similar to television
subtitling and gives deaf and hard
of hearing audiences access to live
performance.
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